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ABORIGINAL RECONCILIATION — MIDGEGOOROO’S EXECUTION ANNIVERSARY 
Petition 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.01 pm]: I have a petition with eight 
signatures that has been certified by the standing orders. It reads — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, say  
That 22 May marks the 180th anniversary of the death of Midgegooroo, an Aboriginal elder and the 
father of Yagan., He was executed by firing squad under orders from colonial administrator, Lieutenant 
Governor Frederick Irwin, on the 22 May 1833 without trial, the only person to be executed in Australia 
in such a manner. 
The killing of Midgegooroo was a pivotal act in the establishment of the Swan River Colony and the 
struggle between traditional owners trying to protect their land and settlers seeking to impose new laws 
dispossessing Aboriginal people of their rights. 
Irwin wrote at the time: 
“With the unanimous advice of the Council, I therefore decided on his [Midgegooroo’s] execution as 
the only sure mode of securing the Colony from an enemy, who was doubly dangerous from his 
apparently implacable hostility and from his influence as an acknowledged Chief. The latter 
circumstance also calculated to render his death a more striking example.” 
It is clear that the intention of the execution was to act as a decisive blow between warring nations. 
We now ask the Legislative Assembly to take steps to acknowledge the bloodshed of the early colonial 
years and to continue efforts to bring reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australia 
through land justice including resolving outstanding native title claims, and social inclusion. 

[See petition 8.] 
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